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IV* A Letter from Vr William Oliver to the <Pnh^ 
lijher^ giving his ^mar{s in a late Journey into Den- 
mark ^w^^ Holland. 

THe Colleges and Schools in Copenhagen^ both as to their 
Strudure and Foundations, are very ordinary : The 
beft I faw there was the Gift of the Learned Borichius^ and 
confifts of twelve Apartments for as many Students, which 
are conveniently provided with Stoves for their manner of 
living in that cold Country* There is in it a fmall School 
for publick Exercifes, and a little Library belonging to their 
Colledge 5 the reft of the Students, except one hundred 
maintained by the King in fmall Colleges, live at Lodgings 
ix\ the City, as at Leyden and other Univerfities abroad, 
who when the Swedes threatened them with a Bombard- 
ment in the year 170c, formed themfelves into a Batallion, 
and did Duty there, all the while the Enemy was on the 
ifland of Zealand. There are in this Univerfity, erefted 
about two hundred years ago, about a thoufand Students, 
and fometimes they have had near fifteen hundred* 

The Univerfity Library, over one of their Churches, in 
one large R.oom, confifts of feveral Libraries, the Gift of 
particular men which are kept apart, with the Benefad:ors 
names over them in Capital Letters. The Pxoyal Library, 
belonging to the Ring, confifts of a great variety of Bocks, 
well conditioned and well chofcn, ot all Languages 5 the 
Books of each Country being placed by themfelves : The 
Room is large and well built, and has a large Gallery fup- 
ported by Pillars on each fide- l^Gndius^s Ljbrary zxGluck- 
ftadt be added to this, as I was told it wcu'd, this Library 
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may be reckon'd of the firft Rank of the European tifhv^'- 
ties. 

The Kings Chambers of . Rarities are in all eight, large 
and well built over the Royal Library : They are furnifhed 
with great variety of Natural and Artificial Curiofities. The 
firft contains Coins and Medals, Gold and Silver 5 Modern 
and Antique 5 Gr£cian^ Roman^ Damfi and Oldenburgh*^ 
befides other Europmn Nations, diftindly kept by them- 
felve^, v^^hich make altogether a very valuable Collection. 
Amongft the Natural Curiofities which are in the other 
Chambers, the moft remarkable are ; 

X. The Petrified Child : This is the fame Child that B^r- 
iholine makes mention ot in his H//?. Anat. Par£Uf^ Licetm 
de Monftrk^ &c. who at large will acquaint you with the 
Hiftory, This happened at Se^s mCfMmpaign^ anno 1582. 
when it was Cut out of its Mother's Belly, where it was 
fuppofed to have lain about eight and twenty years. 

That it's an Humane P^^//^, and not Artificial^ is vifiblc 
to our Eye. The upper part of it is of a Gypfeous Na- 
ture, not fo hard as the lower , the Thighs and But- 
tocks being hard and perfed Stone as can be, of a Pvcd 
Colour, and of a Grain and^Superfice exadly like thofe 
I have feen taken out of the Bladder. I had the Curjofity 
to have it near me 3 and touched and felt it all over. 
This was convey'd firft to Paris, and there bought by 
a Goldfmith of Venice 5 from whom at Venice, Frederick 
the Third, King of Denmark^ purchas'd it, and added it 
to his. Rarities. 

2. Two Elephants Teeth, that weigh an hundred and 
fiity pounds apiece. 

5. Several Heads of Hares, with divers, fort of Horns, 
brought out of Saxony. 

4. An Egg, faid to be laid by a Woman, of the ordina- 
ry fite of a Pullets Egg. This 01. Wormius tells us was 
fent him by very good hands, and Coi firm'd by people of 
Credit : He tells us, the Woman brought forth tv/o, with 
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the afiiM Ghild*b6d*lab0ut{uPains 5^ her Neighboars beirrg 
caird in to her afiiftance, the firft they broke, and found 
a Yolk and a White, as in that of a Hen ; the fecond was 
kept and fen t to him. Fid. Mnf Worm. p. M. 3 1 2. Jo. Rhod. 
Gent. g.y^jC 57i 

5. The Horn of » Sea iLInkorn, or Mono^emx, fo^calkd 
by the Learned, becaufe {bppofcd* to hsiVe \yQX''-Q;i)^-\ But 
fometimes more are found to grow out of the upper Jaw^^ 
and I was credibly informed at Copenhagen^ that one Koens, 
a Hamkirger^ brought home from Greenland the Head ol 
one of thefe with two Horns on it* A^d when I faw this, 
and Examind it well, I found this Horn (part of the Head 
and upper JaV^ being brought home with it^ ) not to grow 
out of the Middle, but Left fide of the upper Jaw 5 fo that 
'tis probable there was a fellow, and then they may be faid 
more properly to be his Teeth or Tusks than his Horns: 
Whither this was only a Lufus ]Slatur£ or no, or naturally 
thefe carry only one Horn, as they are reprefented in the 
Cuts and Figures our Naturalifts give us of them, I fliall not 
determine. 

6. Several pieces of Gold Oar very rich, and fome al- 
moft fine, dug out ot the Mines af Norway and Hungary. 

7. Several large pieces of Silver Oar^ dug alfo out of the 
Mines oi Norway^ one of which weighed five hundred and 
fixty pounds, anno 1666^ five foot and fix inches long, and 
four foot about, valued at five thoufand Crowns : Another 
from Norway^ alfo valued at three thoufand two hundred 
flventy two Crowns. I obferv'd a great many Silver 
Threads or Trees fprouting out of thefe two pieces, and 
fancy the whole Mafs had not above a fourth part of any 
bifer Metal, Mineral or Earth mixt with it; There are fe- 
veral of thefe Silver Pvamifications or Trees, all from Nor^ 
tvay^ which I take to be Virgin Silver and pure Metal. 

8. A great variety of very large pieces of Amber i^ feme 
dog out of the Tfland of Anaker near Copenhagen^ and fome 
when they were opening the Ditches for *the Fortifications 
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of Cafmhageu : Some of tliefe weigli Aboi^t iortjr 05 fifty 
ounces, and were found every where kicking i'arf tprpieces 
of black Timber like Ebony* Whither Amber be bit he 
Vcgetabfc or Mineral Kingdom, wou*d be too long a 
difpute at prefent to be determin'd 5 aH I fhall fay at. this 
time on this matter is, That the Obfervations I made, 
when in Voland ^nd Prnffia^ ) where I have leen great quan- 
tities fifhed out of the Sea every day, and dug out the 
Earth, incline me to the former^ nor can I <onceive how 
thofe Animils, that are found intomb'd jn Amber, and are 
mofl: of them, if not all, Inhabitants of the furface of the 
Earth, (houd be caught in it, if it were only a Liquid when 
in the Bowels of the Earth. 

9. A numerous Collection of, yery large Branches of Co- 
ral, White and Red, and on« Black. 

10. A large pair of Stags Horns growing out of a piece 
of Wood, after a very ftrange manner. 

11. A'^other Branch of a Stags Horn^ with a large piece 
of Wood naturally adheqng to the top of it j the top of 
the Horn piercing the very body of the Wood, and grow- 
ing fome Inches beyond it. 

12. A Sheep, with a Horn growing out of its fide about 
a foot long. 

15, I raeafured the Thigh-^bone of a Humane Body I 
fuppofe, that was three foot and three inches long 5 the 
Head was two foot and five inches round, and the middle 
of it was nineteen inches and a half about. 

14 Two very large Scollop Shells, that weigh two hun- 
dred twenty four pounds each. 

15. A piece of Marble, with a Natfiral reprefentation of 
a Crucifix on its outfide, mightily valued by the Lutheravs. 
And I remember Dr Hartman^ who wrote dc Succino Pn^JJi- 
aco, jn the year eighty five^ fhew'd me at Koningsberg in 
Frujjia, a piece of Whitifh Amber^ having a Woman with 
a Child in her Arms, prettily reprefentcd by variety of 
Colours on the Superfice 5 I fufpedted it to b: Artifici- 
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al, but he affured me^tlie corttrary, ttrd kept it very Reli- 

There were befidcs tfiefe Fa great mahy more NatortI 
Rarities, wiiicli my iliorc ftay there woold not permit me 
to examine. 

Among the Artificial Curiofities, 

I obferv'd, 

!• A Skeleton made of Ivory in imitation of a Humane 
Skeleton, two foot and fix inches long, fb Artificially and 
Curioufly put together, that any one well skiird in Ofteo^ 
logy may rake it for a Natural om. 

2. Two Crncifixes of fvory, with the whole Hiftory of 
our Saviour's Pallion, extremely well carved and expreft, 
and arc both a very pretty Curiofity. I faw there a great 
variety of Kicknacks made of Ivory, curioufly wrought 
on the outfidc : A fmall Man of War of Ivory, with Sil- 
ver Guns in it ^ fevcral fmall Sloops and Galleys of 
the fame, and one of the Unicorns-Horn, with a Gold 
Anchor. 

q. A Watch made of Ivory, with all its Wheels and Mo- 
tions- Scvcrtl other Utenfils made of Ivory and Unicorns 
Horn, prettily Carved and Turn'd : Befides fome others 
ot Ebony, Heart Oak, Box, Amber, 'Silver, Brafs, &c: 
which are kept together for the Curiofity of the Work- 
ma ofliip, 

4. In another Chamber there is nothing but the Gir- 
mcntSj Arms, and Utenfils of hdianr^ Turks ^ Green! a;^derf^ 
and other Barbarous Nations, which for their number and 
Variety entertain the Eye v^ith a very agreeable Pieafure. 

5. A i\r^pcfti%^': of the late King of Deffmark*s Family, 
t'le Qieens lace being in the middle, and eight i^rinces and 
'Prrnccilts rcund h.cr/yetal! Club to make the Face of the 
¥uu%, thro a hole of a Glafs Tnbe. 
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d SiK Golden Sepulchral Urns, found to ehelflaHd 'oC 
Fuenen^ anno i6B%. by a Boor tlierej as he was piovving 
his Land ^ thcf were full of Afties or a greyilh Earth whea 
ibund. The biggeft is two ounces and a half, the othet 
five about two ounces and a drachm. This confirms the 
aecouors given us by SaxoGritmmdtkm, Olam Wormim and 
others, that it was a very ancient Cuftoni among the Nor- 
thern Nations to burn their Dead, and then bury their Col- 
Icded AChes in Golden Urns. They were very thin, and 
had three Rings of Gold round their Necks, and feveral 
Circles one within another, widi one Common Center 
carv'd on the oudide round the body of the Urn. Ther 
held between four and five ounces i:f Liquids. 

7. Another Sepulchral Urn of Cryftal, of a Conical fi- 
gure, found near Bergen in Norway about thirry years fimce, 
with a Gold Wire about it, that weighs eight ounces. 

8. I faw in another Chamber feveral TJrnmLafbrjmdes, 
in which were colieded the Tears of Friends, which after^ 
wards the old Romans raix'd with the Afhes of the Dead % 
Thefe were fome of Glafs, an i fome of Earth, and of 
feveral fizes, Brafs Lamps of feveral Magnitudes and 
Shapes; fome of other Metals, others of Earth, in the 
Shape of Animals or Idols, that were worfhipp'd by the 
Ancients. ThQ StUm Mmm of tliQ Romans^ the one end 
fharp, the other blunt, the. firll to write with, the other to 
rub out what was written. 

9. The large Damp Horn of pure Gold, weighs an jiun* 
dred two ounces and an half, is two foot and nine inches 
long, and holds about two quarts of our meafure : This 
Horn was found anno 1699- accidentally by a Country Giri 
in the Diocefeof Rippon in Jutland : Tis, no doubt, fome 
jR/5f;5?/V4 piece of great Antiquity by; the Figures cai;v\i on 
the outfide, which feem to be Hieroglyphicl^s, Monftroui 
Shapes of Devils, Hobgoblins, ^c. perhaps (ome oi thefe 
might reprefent their Gods, . and probably this Botn was 
ufed in their Sacrifices, as of old among tk^ AjTpiipsmMi 
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other andent Nations^ who were wont on Solemn oecafi- 
ons to Entertain the Croud with mighty noifes of Horns 
and Trumpets^ or rather to drink out of at their Solemn 
Treats. 

10. ThtOldenbnrg Horn of pure Silver, gilt with Gold, 
and varioufly Eoatpeird with Green and Purple Colours, 
and weighs about four pounds. The Damjh Antiquaries tell 
us ftrange Fabulous Stories of this Horn, which I (hall omit 
at prefent 5 only obferving, that whereas they fay this 
Horn was given to Earl Otho oi Oldenburg^ anno 989, by 
the Workmanfliip of it 'tis plain it cannot be of that date 5 
for the Figures and Charaders Engraved and Embofs'd on 
its outlide are Modern 5 which, with the Enamelling and 
other Ornaments, all curioufly done, pleafc the fight migh- 
tily, and make a very fine, as well as valuable Curiofity. f 
found in the fame Chamber a great many Horns of this 
kind, fome in Metal, fome of Bullocks Horns tipped with 
Gold about the Edges, others of Ivory, Unicorns Horns, 
&c. all prettily wrought on the outfide with a great va- 
riety of Emblematical Fancies, according to the humours of 
thole Countries and Times they were made in 5 which were 
fo many Cups to drink out of at their Sbfemn Entertain- 
ments § and this of Oldenburg vf^iS finer than the reft, be- 
caufe defign'd for the Royal Table. Tis faid to be made 
by Command of CMfiian the Firft, who lived in the fif- 
teenth Century, and did it in honour of the three Kings o£ 
Cnllem, 

I went one day aftiore on the Ifland of Weenem, which 
our Sailors call Stwr/^/ Ifland, from a Tradition,that Q. EUz,. 
ofFer'd as much Scarlet Cloath for it as wou'd cover it. This 
Ifland is now an appendix toSchonen in Sweden^ not above 
half a league from the Main Land. Here I obferv'd the 
Kums of Tycho Brakes Caftle, which he built on this 
Ifland, given him by King Ferdinand, who fupplyed him 
with Money for the carrying it on in the year 1557. This 
Caftle was built in the middle of the Ifland, but is now de- 

moliflhy. 
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molifliy, and quite rzzd to the Ground, and all the Vanltf 
and Under-ground Works BVd up except the large Obfcr- 
vatory^ which Gajfendus tells us, in the Life of this Noble 
Dane^ was diftinguifti'd from all the reft of his Apartments 
under-ground, that were very nnany, by a folid round 
Stone Wall, part of which remains ftiil. This was his 
great Obfervatory, and was calTd by hini Stellmhwrgum^ or 
the City of Stars ^ as the Caftle was Uramhnrgum^ or the 
City of the Heavens. The Situation was pleafant no 
doubt, it being on a very little rjfing ground, in the middle 
of a plain Ifland, not above three miles round. The fame 
Author tells us, the King of DenmarK^ Liberality was fo 
great towards this Learned man, that the beft Workmen 
were employed about it, and every thing well contriv'd 
both for pleafure and conveniences of room, for Inftruments 
and Aftronomical Obfervations above and under ground^ 
befides noble Gardens, Fith-ponds and a Park : But the Fate 
of War between Sweden and Denmark^ fometimes one being 
Mafter, and fometimes the other, of this lOand, no one 
Stone is left of this Magnificent Superftrufture. His Inftru- 
ments, that were very fine, are now fcatter'd up and down 
in Germany^ and fome few remain in Copenhagen 5 h/s own 
Caieftial Globe I faw there in the Rown Tower, which was 
fix foot and three quarters in Diameter. 

This Tower was built 1601. for the making Aftronomi- 
cal Obfervations, near the Pvoyal College in Copenhagen^ and 
is above a hundred and fifty foot high, whofe Area on the 
top is fixty foot diameter : The pafTage up to it is large 
enough for two Coaches, and the Afcent fo eafie and hard- 
ly perceivable, that it fervid for a place of Parade for their 
Gentry, when they had a mind to take the Air in their 
Coaches, riding up to the top, and fo round the Rins, as 
well as for an Obfervatory, ^ 

But Monfieur Romer^ the great Mathematician and Aftro- 
nomer of the prefent Age, has converted the upper part of 
this Tower now to other ufes, where in a dark Room he 
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bas his Inftruments for obfcrvation* Here I faw his Ma- 
ciiinc tor obferving the Stars by day :, There is r? Pole eight 
or ten iooi- long^ ercfted perpendicular hi the Cenrer ry: an 
Equinoctial Piain ^ on the tc>n of this Pole is iafkn'cl a 
Teiefcope, not nrxh abcwe three toot long, which runs 
thro' the Roof of the Chamber, whofe Elevation is direct- 
ed by an Aftronomical Djai upon the Equincaial Plain, 
with an Index fitted to it for that purpofe, which deter- 
mines it to the Star he has a mind to obf^Tve at any time. 

He is faid to be the In venter of two other Macliines of 
great artifice and ufe : By the one he will (hew at any time 
theStddon of any Planet, according to the Coper/^ica// Hy- 
pothefis ; by the other he v^^ih dcnionftrate all the Eclipfcs 
of vSun or, Moon paft or to come. 

There is befides all thefe, in tm Kings Houfe in the 
Garden at Copenhagert^ a Royal Throne all of Unicorns 
Morn, on whJch all the ivings of Denmark, are (eared at 
(heir Coronation 3 but this, when I was tlaere, with the 
reft of the R.egalia, was fecurcd and carried away, bccaufe 
they wou*d have been too mucJi expofed had the Kjng of 
omden Bombarded this Town, as it was fear'd, v/Jien he 
landed on the Ifland, being but a little within the Wall to- 
wards the Land fide. 

In the year 1685. I was at Komngsberg in PmJJia^ where 
I faw the Knife which was fwallow'd by a PrHjfiaf^ Boor 5 
v/ho being Crop-fick one morning, thrufr the Haft of his 
Knife down his Throat, in order to make himielt difcharge 
what offended his Stomach ; but forcing the Knife too far, 
it iJipt down his Gullet into his Stomach : from whence it 
was taken out by an Incifion on the Left fide, a little beiov^ 
c'le Short Pvibs, with that fuccefs, that he liyed feveral 
years after it in very good health- This happened in the 
year 1655. The Operation was performed by Dr Da^/iel 
vW^i, a Phyfician and Surgeon, and the Knife is kept in a 
Velvet Bag in the Kmgof Prf/jJ/as Library, where 1 faw it- 
I meafurcd it by an EngUJh Foot Rule I had then in my 
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PoGket, and found it to be of our meafurc but fix Tnches 
and about a half long, as 'tis cxprcfs'd in the Cuts ^,iven us 
of it. What fhcir Authors mean, by faying the Knife was 
decern tranfverfos digitos longiim^ I don't know j but this iias 
made tm Story ridiculous to a great many people, who 
will hardly be perfwaded, that any body can pafs through 
xhQ fornix falati, or Vault ot h'S Mouih, a Knife of that 
length in a right line- 

I made enquiry concerning it, and wos very well aflured 
by feveral people of the Town the matter of fad was 
true 5 and *tis hard to think, the King of Poland, who 
was then at Komngskrg^ the Government of the City, 
and the College oi Phyficians, who were confulted upon 
the Operation 5 and, together with bis Poli/h Majedy, 
were Ey^- witnefles of it, ihou\l by the Certificates they 
have publifhy ot it in Print, Contrive to impofc a Cheat 
upon the World, And I remember, talking one day with 
one Mr Taylor^ a Scotch Merchant in Koningsberg^ he told 
me, that Andrew Grmkidcy ior that was the mans name, 
was his particular Friend and Acquaintance ; that he faw 
his Wound feveral rimes when his Surgeons drefs*d him, 

and was Godfather to one or two of his Children after his 
Recovery, 

When I was laft in Amjierdam, I had the Curiofity to go 
to a Tavern, where the MaOer was very Curious in Birds, 
and had a grcrjt variety of fome very uncommon oncs^ 
amongft which, in a Chamber by itfelf, he 0iow\l me a 
Cage with a Bird in it a little 1 igger than a Oipon, v^hich 
he valued as a great Rarity, and told me it coft him near 
a hundred pounds Sterling: He takes a Croat from every 
body that is admitted to fee ir. I muff needs fay I never 
faw a more beautiful Creature in all my life =. in Body fome- 
what like a Hawk, but its Head and Neck bald like a Vul- 
ture, only a few ftiort Feathers over his Eyes like Eye-brows, 
his Eyes were pretty large, and the Irk of a very fine bright 
Pearl Colour, which gave a great beauty to this Bird- the 
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Colour of hJs F^^thers is fo curioufly mht mth that variety 
that no Pajntc'( on ?mit3re thQtn, and enfertains th^ Eye 
v^ith a great dea/ of pie.afure : His Bill and HeavJ ii (b;:pe 
are more like the Eagle than the Vulture, tho I take ii to 
be of the kind of the latter, but ot the kfier fort. 

This Bird came from Carthagem in America, and may be 

defcribVl thus : Vnliur Americanm minor Carthagen^ Corpora 
Pleg/Tnti d^ plnwis admoclum Concinm variegatk. I prefume 
this Bird can hardly be of the fame kind with thofe Vul« 
turs Monarcles tells as of in the Iflands near Lima in Peru^ 
that prey'd on their living Cattel in the Fields, if not care- 
fully watch'd by their Keepers. 

did not fee the Cherry-ftone in the King of Denmark!^ 
Cabinet, which I was told had fome hundreds ot Heads 
engraved on the outfide of it 5 but I remember an EngU/h 
Gentleman (hew'd me once in Holland, m the year 87, a 
Cherry-ftone of this kind with a hundred and twenty tour 
Heads on the outfide of it, fo that you might diftinguifli 
with the naked Bye, Popes, Emperors, Kings and Cardinals, 
by their Crowns and Mitres. Twas bought m Prujfia^ 
where it was made for three hundred pounds Engli(h^ and 
is now in London^ there having been a Law-fuit not long 
lince commenced about it in Chancery. Whither this or any 
Artificial Cqriofitics before- mentioned of Ivory, &c. may 
compare with Bomer m a NutChell ? or the Ivory Ants and 
other fmall Creatures faid to be made by CalUcrates^ whofe 
parts were fo very fmall, that no body cou'd fee them, fo as 
to diftinguifh one from another, but he that made them > 
or the Ivory Chariot made by Mermecides^ v/hich a Fly 
covered with his Wing, and a Ship ot the fame hid under 
the Wing of a Bee ? And if thofe things be true, as Pliny 
and Solinus tells us, whether the Ancients have not out- 
done us in fuch kind of Impertincncies, 1 fubmit to your 
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